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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---July Selection 


Mann, Thomas. Joseph the Provider. From the German 
$3.00. 


Joseph the Provider the fourth and final volume 
Thomas Mann’s Joseph and His Brothers. Joseph has 
been called “the finest literary creation the twentieth 
century”. Actually Mann’s story how the Jews 
came the chosen people. Historically, Mann imagi- 
natively supplies the details plausibly suggested the 
Biblical account. Philosophically, suggests that God 
chose the Jews because they chose Him—by hard thinking 
and moral living. Abraham was the first recognize God 
chaste God and was also the most successful 
imitating this chastity. This tradition continued through 
Isaac and Jacob and reached its full success Joseph, 
whose name became epithet for chastity. The first 
three volumes show this process; its most dramatic parts 
are Joseph’s temptation and victory repulsing Potiphar’s 
wife. 


The fourth volume just published the story Joseph 
from the moment his going jail because the 
Potiphar accusation. The keeper Mai-Sachme literary 
man, likes Joseph, now twenty-seven, and makes him 
overseer. That how came interpret the dreams 
the Baker and Cupbearer. Upon the Cupbearer’s ad- 
vice, young Pharaoh, seventeen, has him called inter- 
pret the dream about the seven fat and seven lean years, 
and makes him Grand Vizier. Joseph initiates agrarian 
reforms and rations the grain the Bible indicates. 
Pharaoh finds him wife, and union virgins, 
Joseph being the first raise himself monogamy. The 
viewpoint then shifts Jacob and his other sons. The 
story how Tamar brought herself into the direct line 
impersonating prostitute with Judah considerably 


dramatized, tut not suggestively. The drought forces the 
brothers Egypt. their second journey Joseph 
reveals himself them and, though they are terrified, 
assures them his forgiveness. persuades them 
settle Egypt, and Jacob and Joseph meet again. 
Joseph cautions Jacob not offend the Egyptians 
criticisms their customs. Jacob tells Joseph that, great 
and good though is, and though Jacob had wished it, 
yet was not that the first birthright should 
him, that was Judah through Tamar’s chil- 
dren—God’s ways being mysterious but immovable. 
further says that though would prefer buried 
near Rachel, the wife his love and Joseph’s mother, yet 
must ask Joseph bury him the family plot beside 
Leah who bore him Judah—duty here too must before 
choice. Joseph agrees. After Jacob’s death, the guilty 
brothers again fear Joseph’s revenge and convinces 
them once and for all that his eyes revenge futile, 
that forgive completely. 


this reviewer, Joseph the Provider falls below the other 
Joseph books enthusiasms, vitality, and significance 
point. However, the valleys Thomas Mann seem 
him still higher than the hilltops most other writers. 
seventeen page prelude, philosophizing how 
earthly creatures looked the angels, tiresome and 
probably not sound, though too deep harm any but 
philosophers. Between this volume and the others, the 
author seems have experienced changes feeling 
Whereas the other volumes depict the abnominations 
which the false religion and gods Egypt naturally led, 
this volume suggests rather that the pagan civilization 
the Egyptians and similar ancients deserved respect and 
tolerance. almost seems the author were suggest- 
ing more tolerance and acceptance the Asiatic religions 
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and cultures the present time. his other volumes 
left the clear impression that the only hope for the 
world lay the Judaeo-Christian world outlook. 


This volume also shifts its theme from the importance 
sex control practically theme all. But not quite. 
Very faintly the theme that emerges the desirability 
forgiveness and the futility revenge. argument sug- 
gested that the very people who evil may the 
almost helpless instruments God avails Himself for 
eventually doing good—or least for fulfilling His 
purposes. This forgiveness theme (which has “just peace” 
implications) very high and good one, and the history 
Joseph natural one convey it. One can com- 
plain, however, that not conveyed effectively 
deserved and might have been. third implication 
that man proposes but God disposes—that, matter how 
well one means, pays promote what God wants even 
that doesn’t seem right all. 


There are few Biblically strong words. And differing 
somewhat from the author’s other novels, there are 
scenes which anyone would call suggestive naturalistic, 
not even Judah’s meeting with Tamar. that episode, 
however, there the suggestion that fornication did not 
disqualify Judah Tamar from the birthright inheritance 
and perhaps doesn’t others either. 


While this not particularly great novel, anyone who 
reads it, young old, will have acquired something good 
out it—culturally and ethically. likely, however, 
appeal only educated adult readers. 


Brown, Harry. Walk the Sun. Knopf. June 26, 
1944. 187p. $2.00. 


read our daily papers battles swirling through 
valleys over mountains and onto plains, beachheads 
established, vast military operations and yet few 
appreciate that all these actions are only the sum total 
the correlated movements the small units. This the 
real war—what happens these units. Blind over- 
all tactical strategy they know nothing but their own ob- 
jective—they can only carry out set given orders and 
then wait for others. the present war very few books 
have appeared dealing with the activities these smaller 
units although they have received partial and sporadic 
description almost all war books. novel— 
covering only about six hours swift continuous action— 
based the operations single platoon lands 
beachhead and reaches its first objective. 


the barge moved inshore through the night Lieutenant 
Rand was wounded the face shell splinter. Staff 
Sergeant Pete Halverson told Sergeant Eddie Ward 
take the men partway the beach while went the 
Captain for orders. When daylight comes Ward moves 
the men into the woods fringing the beach for shelter 
from planes. However, Messerschmitt strafes the woods 
killing and wounding some the men. Corporal Bill 
Tyre who had been left watch the beach returns 
with the news that the Lieutenant has died and Halverson 
has been killed. Tyre has salvaged the Lieutenant’s map 
case containing rough sketch which interpreted 
giving their objective—destroying small bridge and set- 
ting machine gun post farmhouse six miles 
inland the flank the beachhead. After conference 
one the sergeants, Porter, takes command and the group 


SELLERs 


starts inland for their objective. They make their way 
along deserted side road being strafed another plane. 
They take two forlorn Italian prisoners, meet motorcycle 
dispatch rider who volunteers scout their objective but 
does not return. Just this point the cumulative effects 
year war erupt Sergeant Porter who breaks down 
completely. Tyre takes command badly shaken and 
uncertain platoon. They meet German armored car 
and destroy it, recovering their morale. They reach the 
farmhouse and seems deserted but investigating 
patrol driven back the Germans. Tyre then plans 
attack which destroys the small pontoon bridge and 
taking the farmhouse the story ends. 


Walk the Sun almost companion piece Her- 
sey’s Into the Valley. Both deal with isolated actions 
small groups giving the reactions, emotions and feelings 
the men concerned and the way which they rise 
meet situations. Here story courage inherent 
the common soldier and the way which leadership 
develops emergencies. This one platoon met every 
obstacle but the end struggled through success. 
Throughout the book the reactions the men are given 
detail and they seem extremely natural. The one 
major fault the book the inclusion excessive pro- 
fanity which may found every page. Otherwise 
the book suitable for adults. 


Sinclair, Upton. Presidential Agent. Viking. June 
1944. 655p. $3.00. 


Lanny Budd back again the fifth instalment Sin- 
clair’s effort out Allen Hervey. The conscientious 
reader who may have ploughed through the four previous 
books will find himself, the end the present volume, 
have covered almost 3,000 pages modern pseudo- 
history describing the events which led the present 
world crisis terms liberal Socialist philosophy. 
Born position where could study intimately the 
acts the world’s powerful Lanny Budd, illegitimate son 
American munitions maker, has been Sinclair’s 
mouthpiece since approximately 1910 and the present 
book covers the events 1937 and 1938 ending with 
the Munich appeasement 1938. 


Lanny now his late 30’s still pursuing his chosen 
avocation art expert and broker. liberal Socialist 
saddened what goes the world and trying his 
small way change the course events. has entrée 
any spot Europe since his Socialist tendencies, which 
had wrecked earlier marriage the heiress, Irma 
Barnes, are carefully hidden. Through Irma and another 
former love, Rosemary Codwilliger, has access the 
Cliveden set, through the DeBruynes has access the 
French bankers and through his father contact 
with Goring, and then Hitler and Hess. Through other 
friends—Rick, Palma, Monk, etc.—he contact with 
Socialist and anti-Nazi movements. Thus can deter- 
mine exactly what plans the Nazi’s have operation and 
transmit the information where feels will the 
most good. addition now married secretly 
Trudi Schultz, underground worker, whom gives 
the money derived from commissions his sales paint- 
ings. this book new twist added. Through New 
Deal professor whom had met the Paris Peace 
Conference, Lanny introduced the President and be- 
comes one F.D.R.’s trusted confidential agents reporting 
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the state affairs Europe. Lanny conceives his 
mission one giving F.D.R. clear picture what 
come that the President will prodded into 
action. 


his return Europe, Lanny find Trudi gone and goes 
frantic trying locate her without success. knows 
that cannot search for her too diligently without ex- 
posing his own duplicity. For several hundred pages 
struggles with himself over this problem finally deter- 
mining use only the subtlest methods that the under- 
ground will not exposed. also tries his most cher- 
ished hobby—spiritualism—but with little success. 
fact all through the book, its predecessors, the author 
struggles over spiritualistic phenomena wanting desper- 
ately believe but not quite daring so. 


Throughout the entire book Lanny shuttles back and forth 
between France, England, Germany, Austria, Spain and 
the United States. confidant the reactionary 
set each country and trades information, which feels 
will not harm the liberal cause, all. the 
Cagoulard conspiracy France, the Anschluss with 
Austria, knows all about Munich and even Hitler’s future 
plans. spends great deal time with the latter 
and are given exhaustive analyses Hitler, all news- 
paper vintage, and his cronies. Intermixed with the high 
diplomacy great deal adventure and the plotting 
ingenious say the least. Unsuccessful all his objec- 
tives, Lanny finally returns America find that has 
succeeded with F.D.R. who, pupil Lincoln, pre- 
paring lead the American people into the struggle 
the side democracy. seems quite possible that the 
next instalment, which may come late 1944, will carry 
Dec. 1941 but after that Mr. Sinclair will need 
new role for Lanny. 


Presidential Agent suffers from the same defects its 
predecessor. Its history not reliable since essentially 
rehashing the scene newspapers gave us. 
history too superficial given credit and addi- 
tion biased favor Socialism whenever necessary. 
usual, Mr. Sinclair drags out all the old canards 
the Church with several new twists such the American 
hierarchy coming Roosevelt and threatening him with 
the loss the Catholic vote unless stops aiding the 
Spanish Loyalists (p. The Church identified with 
Fascism Spain, France, Austria and with the 
incipient Fascist groups America. addition there 
page 379 repetition the old lie that the Church 
grants divorces the wealthy and powerful while deny- 
ing them the poor. Naturally also, Lanny, although 
fairly faithful Trudi’s memory, still retains his “free” 
ideas love and sex. There still the same obsession 
with spiritualism and the adherence 
these factors seem negate what little value may 
the book and render unsuitable for most classes 
should not harm the mature but here seems 


little reason recommend that class. 


Lancaster, Bruce. Trumpet Arms. 


June 1944. 379p. $2.75. 


the beginning the American Revolution the colonies 
fought separate entities, distrusting one another and 
co-operation extending only reluctantly. 
This was particularly true New England where the 
militia bodies from separate towns melted away, almost 
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soon military action moved out their region. Under 
the leadership Washington and with the aid few 
farsighted men these militia companies were gradually 
replaced the first American Army, army which 
fought for idea bigger than any man group men— 
the idea Union—and thus made possible the victory 
the Revolution. Around the genesis the first American 
Army, Bruce Lancaster has woven novel béginning 


March 1775 and ending the winter 1776. 


March, 1775 Ripley Mayne returned Concord having 
escaped from the Royal Marines into which had been 
pressed several years earlier. Having been away from 
home for several years knew nothing the feeling 
the New Englanders, was interested nothing but re- 
turning farming and indeed was even suspect among 
his neighbors. However, when the British marched 
Lexington and Concord turned out with his neighbors 
and when the British seemed burning Concord 
joined the battle. the road Boston met Joris 
Cuyler, kindred spirit from New York, and Nahum 
Sholes, ex-ranger. Ripley then went Cambridge 
and after joining several regiments which were quickly 
disbanded finally accepted sergeantry John Glover’s 
regiment from Marblehead, Massachusetts. Glover was 
energetic man, one with vision and one who established 
within his own regiment the discipline which was neces- 
sary for army. The Marblehead men were mostly 
fishermen who were used the order and co-operation 
ship’s crew and thus fell naturally into Glover’s plan. 


Ripley Mayne was first detailed embarcation and de- 
barcation drills because his experience the Marines 
and was highly successful producing skilled group. 
For this was made ensign and shortly after detailed 
with Joris Cuyler, who had also been brought into the 
regiment ensign, proceed Great Barrington and 
help Henry Knox who was bringing siege guns from 
Ticonderoga Boston. Barrington met Remem- 
brance Morse, daughter physician, who ran the first 
mobile canteen, and promptly fell love with her. After 
the guns were brought Boston, Howe sailed away and 
Ripley and Cuyler found themselves lieutenants. Glover 
finally moved New York and over Brooklyn Heights 
where Ripley was momentarily captured. Through their 
knowledge boats the men made possible the famous 
evacuation. Then came the New York campaign and 
the retreat through Manhattan during which Ripley and 
Joris were captured. Both were claimed the marines 
deserters but combination buffoonery, skull- 
duggery and sharpwittedness they addled their captors, 
playing off army against navy until they could escape. 
After series adventures they came Great Barring- 
ton where Rip’s injured foot was cared for and the rela- 
tion between himself and Remembrance was enhanced. 
They finally rejoined their regiment time for the Jersey 
campaign. Again Glover’s men made possible the raid 
Trenton ferrying the army across the Delaware and the 
march across Howe’s communications Morristown 
1776 drew Ripley was then sent Marblehead 
“American officer recruiting men for American 
regiment” and the way stopped marry Remembrance 
and take her with him. 


Bruce Lancaster writes fair historical adventure story, 
though not good Fast historical interpretation 


adventure yet his stories are the whole 
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readable. The present book, however, suffers from the 
excessive use profanity and the inclusion obscene 
and suggestive material (pp. 89, 267 and 313). These 
defects would limit the book adult readers. 


Maisel, Albert The Wounded Get Back. Harcourt, 
Brace. May 11, 1944. 230p. $2.50. 


other war has medical service ever functioned 
efficiently the care and cure the wounded this 
one. Never before has the practice military medicine 
been thoroughly organized and achieved such astound- 
ing results. These results have been kept constantly 
the public eye one the best home front morale 
builders and indeed the public has had share achiev- 
ing them due its contributions blood plasma. 
Medical discoveries and what more important the de- 
velopment medical organization which can use them 
effectively have resulted lowering the death rate 
from military wounds and increase the rate 
effective recoveries. Mr. Maisel writes this medical 
organization and its operations from first hand knowledge. 
For six months was attached civilian observer 
the Navy and traveled through all the Pacific battlefronts 
and bases gathering the material which forms the basis 
this book. 


treating the wounded speed the essence over- 
come shock, check hemorrhage, alleviate pain, 
immobilize protect injured parts—all are the functions 
the advanced dressing stations and hospitals and all 
are important conserving strength and aiding recovery. 
But these things must done quickly. the battle- 
field, just behind they are effective. And 
from the front lines the rear there are series hos- 
pitals and dressing stations through which wounded 
man evacuated until reaches base hospital far 
the rear where prolonged treatment can given and 
convalescence can occur. shifting the men from hos- 
pital hospital, whole service medical transportation 
must maintained and these are the flying ambulances 
and the hospital ships. Mr. Maisel writes all these 
things starting with his trip through the Pacific the 
hospital ship, Relief, New Caledonia. From there 
went the famous Solace, sister-ship the Relief, 
New Zealand. both cases describes the organization 
and practice such ship adding from the records 
the Solace several interesting cases. New Zealand 
saw the work the huge Auckland Naval Hospital from 
which men either returned service the United 
States further hospitalization were needed. Going 
further the line Mr. Maisel came Espiritu Santo 
the New Hebrides the famous mobile hospital com- 
manded Captain Joel White, hospital which has func- 
tioned such high speed since 1942 that never could 
acquire permanent buildings equipment. Joel 
White hospital was patients and was busy treating 
the wounded the Solomons that never did find 
time organize his hospital permanent basis. Next 
Mr. Maisel was taken SCAT plane Guadalcanal 
and spent several weeks with those flying ambulances and 
the man, Lt. Com. Thomas Flaherty, charge their 
operation. From there was taken the Russell Islands 
where saw naval medicine the Sea Bees and the 
Marines finding that Marine esprit-de-corp extended also 
their medical service which was among the best. 
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Mr. Maisel has chapter medical service aboard ship 
which one the best the entire book. describes 
the other war the Pacific—the war against tropical dis- 
eases and the effort educate our men against them. 
There chapter medicine practiced Guadal- 
canal and Tulage, account visit unidenti- 
fied base hospital. chapter psychiatric medicine 
ends the book. 


The Wounded Get Back tells the story our most notable 
Pacific victory and the men who achieved it. Although 
there some material disease and treatment the major 
emphasis lies the organization evolved for the care 
the wounded. credit given the doctors and 
the naval corpsmen who are their assistants. There 
are one two instances profanity, but general the 
book suitable for all. 


June 1944. 249p. $2.75. 


Almost all are born with healthy bodies and then 
spend most our lives such way that those bodies 
deteriorate and are seldom used greater than 
efficiency. All too few realize our full health poten- 
tial and although not suffer from frank disease 
during most our lives yet maintain 
condition which contributes materially the earlier onset 
senescent pathology. Yet possible maintain 
good health through sensible living and this the theme 
Dr. Johnson’s book which might best called simple 
book hygiene with little anatomy, physiology and 
pathology thrown for good measure. medical direc- 
tor the Life Extension Institute and Examiners, con- 
nected with life insurance companies the author has had 
excellent opportunity study the national health 
picture especially the middle ages. 


The book divided into very short chapters considering 
various aspects the certain health problems, usually 
offering some explanatory physiology and few notes 
common sense hygiene. large section the book 
given over food—diets, vitamins, minerals, digestion, 
constipation, indigestion, overweight, and diabetes. Well 
stressed are the dangerous consequences obesity which 
most tend overlook. Heart disease, blood pressure, 
nervousness, tooth decay, kidney trouble, rheumatism, 
respiratory diseases, abnormalities hearing 
are among the organic difficulties considered. 
amount attention devoted the common cold and 
its extensions the nose and throat. The author quite 
skeptical the value tonsils and indeed speaks 
rather sneeringly all lymphoid tissue. Among other 
topics considered are exercise, rest and relaxation, alcohol, 
smoking, sex and marriage, venereal disease, contagious 
disease, tumors, periodic health examinations the 
family doctor. The final two chapters deal with mental 
ills and hygiene. There appendix food values and 
vitamin values and index covering together pages. 


Invitation Health can classified best elementary 
textbook hygiene suitable, the chapters sex and 
venereal disease omitted, for grade school 
tainly neither sufficiently comprehensive nor complete 
for any adult with even rudimentary knowledge 
hygiene. Most the material offered has already been 
well presented various syndicated columns. other 
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words the book contains knowledge that over 75% 
the people have been exposed even though they may 
not have assimilated it. The major fault the book 
oversimplification with the resultant tendency toward 
dogmatism. Most the material simplified that 
explanations are inadequate. There are several minor 
errors. The chapter sex and marriage the whole 
correct although the attitude masturbation not suffi- 
ciently clearly given for adequate judgment. The best 
feature the book its moderate common sense prin- 
ciples and practice hygiene leading maintenance 
eficient health. The book seems suitable for all classes 
but should not recommended complete authori- 


tative treatment. 


Miller Francis Trevelyan. Eisenhower: Man and Soldier. 


Winston. 278p. $2.00. 


I’m glad read this book. have preach often the 
ideal home; and now have timely illustration. The 
Supreme General the allied armies the product 
exemplary American home; thrifty, industrious, firmly 
disciplined and religious. was not “progressive” home 
the faddist sense the word; but all its members seem 
have progressed; and one has progressed very far in- 
deed. The chapters dealing with the General’s parentage 
and upbringing are the most rewarding part the book. 
Mothers with boys serving under him will feel that their 
sons are good hands. They will admire the quality 
the man, and understand why there quality there 
admire. They may even bewail the passing such nur- 
series splendid manhood. The General’s mother used 
say, try raise boys dependable”. When you 
reflect how many nations and people look Eisenhower 
these days with tremendous trust, you will thank his 
sturdy Christian mother for the soundness her maternal 
designs. 


The General’s family the sixth generation immigrant 
German stock. Rural Pennsylvania was the original fam- 
ily seat. Farming and preaching the Gospel were what 
the Eisenhower menfolk generally made their life work, 
until the General’s father scraped knowledge 
engineering. 1878 the General’s grandfather trekked 
Kansas. The General was born Texas, where his father 
was working for railroad; but Abilene, Kansas, became 
his home town when was about two years old. 


boy, the General wasn’t afraid work. Both and 
out his home did wide variety chores and jobs. 
was likeable, and early showed talent for leadership, 
well for sizing people. was hearty and direct 
his manner, and disliked pretense conceit. 


His course West Point was not brilliant, but probably 
better than General Grant’s. graduated 1915, and 
was soon training and toughening National Guards- 
men for the battlefields France. was good 
this, that the War was over when finally wangled 
overseas duty for himself. 


During the intermission between Acts and the 
maelstrom, mounted Jacob’s Ladder army promo- 
tions. They were well earned promotions, for now his 
studious side had fully asserted itself, and was grab- 
bing off every graduate course that the army provides. 
Tank warfare was his predilection. member the 
Battle Monuments Commission under Pershing, spent 


fifteen months France studying the terrain over which 
may now have make his way Berlin. Later 
was become versed the Pacific theatre under Mac- 
Arthur the Philippines. began serving that estimable 
soldier when MacArthur was Chief Staff Washing- 
ton. When “Pearl Harbor” broke, Eisenhower was show- 
ing himself clever strategist and tactician mock 
warfare down Louisiana. All all, you are led feel 
that Eisenhower will not found wanting either 
man soldier. 


For the rest, what can the author tell about 
hower’s great ordeal, beyond the surface account already 
gotten from the newspapers? Not till the war over may 
look for informed and frank evaluation his 
generalship. 


The book somewhat Second Nocturnish; but suppose 
that any mortal invested with such breathless hopes and 
issues, bound have aura about him. Just keep 
mind what Eisenhower said Rommel: “He great 
general, but superman”. “Ike” would probably the 
first apply himself what Mercury (July) writer 
says Leo Crowley, the eminently competent Washing- 
ton administrator: “He built slowly. The word ‘able’ 
somehow fits him more snugly than dollar adjectives like 
‘brilliant’ ‘high-powered’. What the secret his 
success? There secret. His effectiveness comes 
such familiar rare ingredients character, intelligence, 
clean living and concentration the job hand. Maybe 
there’s something the copybook mottoes after all.” 


Morally, the book just about immaculate. slight cuss 
word here and there, but Ike’s soldier. The writing 
smoothly readable. practiced hand this 
sort thing, and seems have done considerable re- 
search. There are number good photographic studies 
the General, including candid camera shots. 

Thomas Fox, C.S.P. 


Miller, Lieut. Max, USNR. Daybreak for Our Carrier. 
(With forty-one photographs Lieut. Chas. Kerlee, 
USNR.) House. June 1944. 184p. $2.50. 


This book may described the illustrated story 
naval aircraft carrier and its men. The action takes place 
during naval task force operation somewhere the 
Pacific. written naval man who was writer 
civil life and has his credit such well-known stories 
Cover the Waterfront. Another naval officer has con- 
tributed the photographs which aptly illustrate the story 
and aid giving the reader the intimate view the life 
aboard carrier, which the main objective the author 
desires attain. 


describing the carrier and indicating what makes 
distinctive among other naval craft, the author says: 
the hard luck that she never may lend 
herself romantic pictures. carrier may many 
things once, all once, that her very bulk and variety 
place her outside the realm all other vessels have 
come know through the ages”. carrier im- 
mense that her arms reach hundreds miles from her 
body. The air much her realm the sea. She 
is, brief, sort fourth-dimensional creation. She 
both bird and barque. She new The flyers 
and their gunners are loaned the air, speak, but 
they are still attached regardless how far they 
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are not lonely this carrier, for have 
brought our homeland with us”. 


The author shows how all the activities are centered 
around the flyers and their planes and explains what 
makes the carrier significant this global conflict 
immense air and sea distances. And early the story 
are taken aboard the flat flight deck, frequentiy 
engulfed thunderous noise, from which the planes are 
sent aloft for patrol combat and which they are 
brought back for refueling and repairs; are taken below 
the immense hanger deck where the planes are stored, 
warmed and repaired; and finally are taken into 
the all-purpose where the pilots and gunners 
rest, read, sleep, argue, dish out and listen 
and which they are given their operational instructions. 


The story the carrier and its part the task force 
operation really begins port when the pilots and planes 
are away some nearby field keeping their flight and 
gunnery practice and where the loading process takes 
place—of supplies, ammunition, fuel, and most important 
all, “scuttlebut, tons and tons it, sling-load after 
sling-load it”. The reader carried through the tense 
hours the penetration into enemy waters the objec- 
tive being raided, through the anxious moments waiting 
for the flyers return from their missions, 
through the welcomed relief the withdrawal and the 
return port. Throughout the narrative the author ex- 
plains the part played the different crews the 
carrier and tells how they spend their time while off duty. 


Being written member the carrier personnel who 
was close the action the reader gets rather intimate 
picture the carrier, its crew, the pilots and their life 
aboard. This picture enhanced both the author’s 
style, which times almost poetic, and the excellent 
photographs (which, course, are restricted subject 
and detail naval censorship). Some readers may feel 
that captions for the pictures could have been used 
advantage. However, this does not seem necessary 
since they are set integral part the story. 


relief note that there absence the details 
the author’s activities. There little quoted conversa- 
tion, and therefore, very little objectionable language— 
ship. For these reasons, and those cited above, the reader 
will find that the author has succeeded writing story 
somewhat different from the usual run war story (al- 
though this story seems slightly reminiscent Steinbeck’s 
Bombs Away). And the reader inclined toward 
stories the Navy will find both entertaining 
and instructive. The book can recommended rather 
generally those who want first-hand account the 
life carrier and those young men who may 


going into the Navy. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
Scranton 


Wise, Herbert and Fraser, Phyllis. Great Tales 
Terror and the Supernatural. Random House. May 18, 
1944. 1080p. $2.95. 

Bargain hunters the literary counter have cause for 
complaint this summer for with $5.95 one can acquire 


Best SELLERs 


two heavy volumes light reading, the 2,000 odd pages 
which will fill the minutes left over from defense jobs, 
bond drives what-have-you. Great Tales Terror and 
the Supernatural and Treasury American Folklore 
are destined for large and steady sales. 


There two-fold division the stories. The tales 
terror assume the operation ordinary laws nature, 
largely the field human emotion: love and hate and 
jealousy; beyond the human field the habits animals, 
cephalopods (octopi you) and ants, are introduced 
with telling effect. The stories this section are often 
superb. One would hardly find better ones than 
picion” Dorothy Sayers Collier’s “Back for 


The stories the supernatural occupy three-fourths 
the anthology. The varieties supernatural, better, 
“daemonic”, influence here exhibited are astonishing; they 
bear witness the wide reading and excellent judgment 
the compilers: there the ghost murdered man 
returning assure the condemnation his 
the ghost the jilted lover; the ghost 
“Furnished Room” who returned odor mignonette. 
There the mystery the runes, the tale the monkey’s 
paw, stories witchcraft and vampires and ghostly cater- 
pillars and demons who infected family for centuries 
and several other varieties. Most fantastic “The Dun- 
wich Horror” with its account the race demons who 
wished rule the 


Atmosphere, background, are the essence these tales 
lull the reader into that state “suspension 
which the compilers justly call attention 
their prefatory remarks. exception these fifty- 
two tales have atmosphere. 

Occasionally there are slight slurs upon religion 
Wells’ reflection that certain case witchcraft 
sented “fair case for faith that “the stigmata 
the were produced “by hysterical brooding” 
the story “Ancient Sorceries” Blackwood. All con 
sidered think this entertaining anthology, suitable 
for general reading, that is, for any person not subject 
nightmares. 
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